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All Outdoor Summer Camp 
Wandering Moose Education

The Wandering Moose Preschool is doing a summer day camp through the
summer school break.   Our summer program is for ages 4-10 years.

June 12-August 25th
Monday-Friday

We are an outdoor program. Come rain, sun or wind we will be outside. We
will wander the trails, learn about gardening, collect bugs, nature inspired

art and more.
We work with children’s natural curiosity and passions. We gently motivate
them to push their own comfort zones or “edges”, reading the ability level

of each child to provide appropriate challenges.  Children love it when adults
play, learn, and wonder with them; as mentors we are part of the group, too!

We engage their imaginations and help them focus their minds, and
incorporate lots of sensory experiences to help make learning stick. Young
children learn through play and mimicry. Most of what we do each day looks

and feels like play. 

Enrollment Requirements
Your child must be 4-10 years old. They must be potty trained, the ability
to know and regulate toileting is a necessity. Your child must be prepared

(and want!) to be outside rain or shine. 

Ratio
We aim to keep a ratio of 1 teacher to 6 children.

Hours of Operation
Camp starts at 8:30am and ends at 3:30pm.  You must arrive by 9:00am in

order to join us.  
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Arrival and Departure
Drop-Off and Pick-Up take place at the designated locations for each day. 
Please refer to our weekly calendar for locations.  You will need to sign your

child in and out each day. We find that, for most children, a shorter
goodbye in the morning is better. 

Late Pick-Up
Please note that late pick-ups after 3:30pm incur a fee of $1/minute.

Deposits
Deposit $100 for one week, $50 for each add’l week.  

.Rate and Payment Procedure
4 day program $100/wk
5 day program $120/wk

Payment is to be made by Monday morning for that week’s service. All fees
are payable whether your child is in attendance or not and

 are non-refundable. There are no tuition adjustments for absences. All
checks should be made payable to Jennifer

 Willis or Wandering Moose Education. 

Returned Check
Returned checks subject to automatic charge of $25.

Withdrawal Policy
Notice of cancellation must be received 2 weeks in advance, via email or

letter and confirmed by The Wandering Moose Director.  You are expected
to pay the full amount if you cancel with less than 2 weeks notice, or do not
attend, for any reason.  Any payment received may be applied to remaining

balance from previous sessions.    
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Our Daily Routine
(Not necessarily in this order) 

• Hazard Identification—we will go over what we need to know to stay safe
outdoors. 

• Exploring— we will explore the trails and parks 
 • Animal Tracking—while we’re wandering we will look for animals, their
tracks or other signs that they have been around.  We also like to catch

small critters (praying mantis, lizard, garter snake etc.), teaching kids how
to do so respectfully and safely. 

• Navigating and Mapping—we will give an introduction to maps and mapping,
improve cognitive development and sense of place. 

•Lunch time—we will find a spot to rest and eat our lunch, using our blanket
and tarp if needed.

• Games—sometimes organized, often not. We will play games allowing the
children to engage in group activities. 

• Children Telling Their Stories—For young children, talking about what
they just did is a chance to practice language skills as well as reflect on and

integrate new experiences. 
•Story and Rest Time—we will find a good resting spot to relax and listen to

some stories.
•Snack time—we will find a spot to rest and eat our snack, using our blanket

and tarp if needed.

Discipline Philosophy & Practices
Our discipline philosophy is closely aligned with what is sometimes called
positive parenting, positive discipline, or creative constructive discipline.
It’s based on respect for children and a belief in the importance of our
relationships with them as individuals. Our basic expectations are that
children stay with the group, follow directions, and treat everyone with

kindness and respect.  If, after some coaching, your child consistently has
difficulty meeting any of our basic expectations we will let you know so we
can all put our heads together about how best to support your child. We 
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would also inform you—during program hours if appropriate—if there is
 behavior that could be a danger to your child or others. If the behavior is

extreme or repeated, or the child is unable to discuss it with us, we reserve
the right to temporarily separate the child from the program. 

Come rain, sun, snow or wind, we will be outside
For your child’s safety and enjoyment, it is essential that they have what

they need on every day of our program. Please be aware of weather
forecasts and dress your child appropriately. Keep in mind that even on dry
days your child may get wet and wet can equal cold! If your child arrives at
school without the proper gear, we may decide it is not safe for her or him
to stay. In this situation you would be asked to return with your child later
in the day and with adequate gear. We want to be sure your child doesn’t

associate being outside with being cold and miserable.

What to wear
•Pants - Instead of shorts, pants are recommended because they offer

protection from scrapes, bug bites, and ticks.
•Shoes – Sneakers should be worn daily. No sandals or open toe shoe of any

kind.  
•Hat - Sun hat or baseball caps really help to keep one cool and protect

the face and eyes from the sun. 

What to Bring - The Backpack
• Lunch, snacks, and water: Food should be stored in easy-to-carry
containers. Tupperware works well, as do “thermos”-type insulated

containers. Plastic bags also work. Please don’t send glass. A lunch consisting
of many small snacks works well. An actual lunchbox is unnecessary and may

prove too bulky. Check the water bottle to be sure it doesn’t leak.  
• Rain gear: A poncho during the raining season.  

• Sunscreen: please apply to your child in the morning. Please keep some in
the backpack with your child’s name on it so we can re apply as needed. 

• A full change of clothes: Shirt, pants, underwear and socks
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• Long sleeve shirt: A long sleeve shirt should be packed everyday
regardless of the weather.

• Water shoes: So we can get our feet wet safely (must be close toed and
have back strap).

**Please send only clothing and footwear that you don’t mind getting wet
and dirty. Please label all items (backpacks, too!) with your child’s name! It

really helps us help you get your stuff back.  

**Your child needs a backpack that fits well, is easy to carry, and is big
enough to hold their stuff. Check if the backpack is crammed too full. If it

doesn't fit properly it will be hard for them to carry.

For you child to participate fully in our camp please consider having the
following items available:

Library Card
Fishing Pole

Magnifying Glass 
Binoculars
Compass

What not to Bring
• Please do NOT send glass containers, e.g. for snacks or water. Even when

covered in plastic mesh, there is too great a risk that these items will break
and leave glass shards. 

• Please do NOT send toys, electronics or blankets this becomes distracting
and can get lost or dirty.  

Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks
We do not provide meals or snacks. Families are responsible for sending a

variety of healthy foods each day. When in doubt, send more than you think
you should! Snacks are important for your child’s ability to stay energized.

When children open up their food containers, we do not distinguish between
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 “snack” food and “lunch” food; they are free to eat what they wish during
 any designated eating time.  It's important for children to have snacks

that provide long-burning energy. Examples include peanut butter, cheese,
yogurt, hummus, nuts, fruit, veggies, oatmeal, and whole wheat crackers.

Insurance
The Wandering Moose Preschool and Summer Camp Program is fully insured

under general liability insurance.

CPR and First Aid
Teachers are trained in CPR and First Aid.

Sick and Injured Child Guidelines 
We are an active, outdoor program. Your child needs to feel well enough to

participate in order to be out with us. Ill or injured children must be able to
keep up with the group and participate safely to attend. We do not have the
staff resources to nurse a sick child, so if your child becomes unwell and in
need of one-on-one attention during program hours we will call you to come
pick her or him up. A fever of 100.5+, throwing up or diarrhea all mean your
child should be at home.  Your child needs to remain at home until at least
24 hours after they are free of fever without the use of fever reducing

medications, no throwing up and no diarrhea.  

Medication Administration 
If possible it is best to administer medication from home.  We will only

administer necessary medications prescribed by a doctor.  The medication
must be in its original container. When you sign your child into a program

you will need to fill out a medication administration form. When the
program is over, be sure to take home your child's medication. 

Injury/Emergency Situation
In case of medical injury or illness requiring immediate professional care

(emergency), the staff will call 911, giving location and nature of emergency.
As appropriate, the staff will administer CPR or first aid measures.  Parents
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 will be notified immediately.  If parents are unavailable, those individuals
designated as emergency phone contacts will be notified.  All children must

have an emergency medical release form on file in case of such an
emergency.

If a child ingests or comes in contact with a poisonous substance the
staff will contact the Poison Control Center 1.800.222.1222.

What You Can Expect From Us 
• Physical risks will be managed appropriately 

• We will communicate with you if your child is having difficulty meeting our
expectations, and together we will make a plan for helping your child

succeed 
• Regular updates on what we’ve been doing and “snap shots” of your child 

What We Need From Your Child
• To treat everyone with kindness and respect 

• To follow directions 
• To stay with the group 

What We Need From You 
• To communicate with us any special needs or concerns 

• To bring your child to camp each day prepared for the weather and with
plenty of food and water 

• Your feedback on how we are doing and your ideas or wishes for the
program 

No Camp
July 3rd and 4th in observance of Independent’s Day
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